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Its Time - Ke Nako

Theme: Public relations and corporate governance in Africa
Your Excellency, the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Nigeria, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCON ably represented by the Honourable Minister of Information & Communications, Professor Dora Akunyili;
Immediate past President of APRA: Mr. Joseph Allotey Pappoe;
Office of the Secretary General of APRA: Wole Adamolekun;
Immediate past Secretary General: Mr. Kabir Dangogo;
Vice President of APRA – Mr. Peter Mutie and
President’s of National Associations

Today marks exactly 24 Days to the 2010 FIFA World Cup in SA, when I passed through immigration gates the young man assisting me wanted to know if I will be back on time for the opening ceremony on the 11 June, I said I will be BACK. 

On my fourth journey to your country of birth Chief Host Honourable Minister of Information and Communication, Prof Dora Akunyili I have been filled with mixed emotions. 
APRA have offered their condolences to the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, the Yar’Adua family and the people of Nigeria on the passing-on of the late President, His Excellency Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua. May they find strength and courage during this period.

South Africans are also mourning the death of 13 people that perished when Afriqiyah Airways Airbus A320-200 jet crashed at Tripoli on Wednesday morning. In total 103 people lost their lives including South Africans. We are grateful for the miracle life of a 9 year old Dutch son Ruben van Assouw recovery in Tripoli El Khadra hospital. His relatives have broken the news of his parents and 11 year old brother's death when the jet crashed.
Amidst this pain and heartache that relatives of the deceased suffered, a Vuvuzela – which is a symbol of the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa, was also found amongst the wreckage of the jet crash. When I spoke to a journalist and associate Angelique Serrao, a South African working for The Star newspaper covering this story in Tripoli said “This Vuvuzela represented hope for the future”.
In 2009 at Banjul in the Gambia, APRA hosted a successful 22nd All Africa PR Conference and AGM. The 23rd All Africa PR Conference in Abuja, Nigeria titled Public Relations and Corporate Governance comes at a time when world economies are still recuperating from a financial meltdown and corporate as well as public sector financial misdemeanours. 
Various speakers have found time to prepare papers that provide robust discussions and case studies from Africa and abroad. We appreciate efforts made by all presenters, I am looking forward to these presentations and the challenges they pose for the development and growth of our profession. 

This conference will add to the current body of knowledge on corporate governance with specific reference to public relations. 
We are vigorously persuing APRA’’s vision of being a significant continental body with permanent headquarters with administrative support. 

We are knocking at government and corporate doors to realise this vision. 

The Banjul declaration which has become the cornerstone of our plan of action is bearing fruit.

 As an African daughter I diligently follow efforts to better our continent, perhaps reputation managers gathered that today, especially fellow Nigerians must know that re-branding initiatives will never find the right time to be nor the right circumstances or even favourable political or economic conditions to be undertaken.

Taking a leaf from my own country of birth South Africa, on the eve of the FIFA 2010 World Cup Soccer spectacle being staged for the first time on African soil and SA being privileged to be the host nation, you would think that nothing will be more important for South Africans than preparing to receive thousands of soccer fans from across the world coming to our country.
When I left South Africa the past Saturday (15 May 2010) morning there was still no end to the nation-wide strike that started early in the week which is starting to worry businesses awaiting 2010 merchandise from our ports. Products meant for the World Cup would have to be sold at a loss if the wage dispute in not settled soon.
In spite of all these protests and many other dynamics of a vibrant democracy like that is enjoyed by South Africans. The question I have been asked is whether South Africa will be able to host a successful FIFA 2010 World Cup? The answer I always give without a flip of an eye is a resounding YES, because in South Africa we say “Ke nako, it’s time”.
In his state of the nation address to a joint sitting of Parliament in Cape Town, His Excellency, JG Zuma, President of the Republic of South Africa said “These moments in our history demonstrate our ability to come together even under the most difficult of circumstances, and to put the country’s interest above all other interests”.

Nigeria has embarked upon a re-branding initiative so has Ghana, Uganda, Kenya and including South Africa as well as many other countries continentally and globally. 
So, today in this significant gathering of the Continent’s foremost brand custodians and reputation managers, the only legacy we can leave our continent and our children is to leave a legacy that demonstrates the richness not only of our mineral resources but of the cultural tapestry of our continent. 

Allow me to borrow words from someone sitting in this audience who said “Today as a nation we begin a new journey. We open a new chapter in our attempt as a people to take conscious steps at redefining our nation, re-examining our values and character and re—dedicating ourselves to the ideals of our founding fathers”. – Professor Dora Akunyili, Minister of Information and Communication.
Today as the people of Nigeria celebrates Fifty years of independence on the 01st of October 2010; on behalf of APRA we are wishing our continent’s populous nation peaceful celebrations.  
May these celebrations serve as a reminder of how far you have come.  Within the spirit of these celebrations we also take this moment to celebrate the legacy of APRA’s founding leaders who are also Nigerians because most of them had to carry this monumental task even from their own personal resources. They should not tire.
Travel back safely back home, we will meet in South Africa for the 2010 FIFA world cup! Ke nako-its time. 

I thank you.
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